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*HOUSE,*SIGN» AND ♦FRESCO* PAINTERS, 

No, 22 SDUTH CALVERT STREET, 

SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR COLOR DECORATIONS. 
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A rare and interesting painting, the 
property of Prof. Gibbes, of Ann Arbor, 
was found, rolled up and long 
lost to sight, in an old lumber 
room. Since that time the paint¬ 
ing has been in the possession of dif¬ 
ferent members of the family, passing 
from father to son to the present 
owner, who has recently brought it 
with other of his family possessions 
from London, England, to his new 
home in Ann Arbor 
The painting contains nine half- 
length figures the size of life. The 
subject is “The Tribute Money.” The 
only known copy is in the “Louvre” 
gallery and does not claim to be other 
than a copy. In the “Rubens Port¬ 
folio,” in the British Museum, are en¬ 
gravings of “The Tribute Money” by 
“Landry,” Visclier and Vostermann. 
One of the Vostermann engravings is 
now in the possession of Dr. Gibbes 
and bears the date of 1621, showing 
that the painting must have been exe¬ 
cuted prior to that time—that is, after 
Rubens had settled permanently in 
Antwerp and when his art was at its 
best. The description of ‘‘The Tribute 
Money” in the Smith catalogue of the 
British museum is as follows: “The 
picture represents the moment when 
the Savior utters the injunction, 
‘Render unto Csesar the things that 
are Caesar’s,’ etc. The piece of money 
is in the Savior’s left hand, his right is 
raised above his head in allusion to 
the second part of the sentence, “And 
unto God the things that are God’s.' 
In the midst of the group stands the 
inquirer pointing to the piece of 
money.” The evident age of the 
painting, its strong resemblance to 
the work of Rubens, the fact that Ru¬ 
bens painted a ‘Tribute Money’ simi¬ 
lar to the painting in question, as 
shown by the engravings in the Brit¬ 
ish Museum, which painting is no¬ 
where to be found unless this is the 
one, gives especial interest to this 
work and should cause all lovers of 
art, and especially those who admire 
the work of the great Flemish mas¬ 
ter, to see this picture. It is now in 
the gallery of the University at Ann 
Arbor, but it is to be hoped that Prof. 
Gibbes may at some future day have 
the picture seen publicly in Detroit.— 
Detroit Free Press, August 17,1888. 
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